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On Nov. 9, President Reagan said that the US could soon hold direct discussion with the Nicaraguan
government if the Sandinistas begin "serious negotiations" with the contras. "When serious
negotiations between the Sandinistas and the freedom fighters" have begun, the president said,
Secretary of State George Shultz "will be ready to meet jointly with the foreign ministers of all five
Central American nations, including the Sandinistas' representative." Reagan made the statement
in an address at the State Department to foreign ministers of countries that are members of the
Organization of American States. The US has refused direct discussions with the Nicaraguans
since talks were broken off in 1984. Officials emphasized that the President's remarks should not
be construed as an offer for direct, two-party negotiations with the Nicaraguans, but rather as
a willingness for Shultz to take part in a round-table forum along with the other participants in
the peace plan for the region. US policy makers said officials of those countries, particularly El
Salvador and Honduras, had voiced fears of being left out of discussions between Washington and
Managua. The administration's new interest in talks with Nicaragua were prompted by President
Daniel Ortega's announcement last week that he was willing to talk with the contra leaders about
a cease-fire using Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, the Roman Catholic Primate of Nicaragua, as
intermediary. A senior State Department official said the US would be ready to discuss regional
security concerns with the Nicaraguans, such as Washington's insistence that Nicaragua not become
a Soviet military base and that no high- performance fighter jets be deployed there. Reagan also
said he would raise the issue of Nicaragua as well as Afghanistan in his meeting with Mikhail S.
Gorbachev, the Soviet leader, next month. US officials were vague as to what Reagan meant by
"serious negotiations" between the contras and Sandinistas. The talks are supposed to be about
the implementation of a cease-fire, but the administration said such discussions should inevitably
include talks about political power-sharing. Ortega has said he will not entertain discussion about
political issues, but one of the issues sure to be explored during his visit here is just how firm is
his resistance to negotiating issues other than a cease-fire. The US ended a series of talks with
the Nicaraguan Government in Manzanillo, Mexico, at the end of 1984. Shultz said on Nov. 9 that
the talks were broken off because the Nicaraguans were using them "to undermine the vitality of
regional discussions." Some US officials have said the talks were ended because the administration
thought they could undercut the contras. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 11/10/87)
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